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29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 
he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.32They said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?”            Luke 24 
  

You have been formed as children of God for lives of service.  For the past year we have centered our synod’s staff 

and program work on the word and theme of Formation. As we approach the synod assembly we are preparing to 

shift toward a related word, Diakonia, one of the Greek words for service. We are formed by God’s Holy Spirit for 

lives of faith and service. We are set free by Christ to love and serve.  
 

Our upcoming synod assembly theme is “Journey with Jesus.” We will experience what is called a “Glocal.”  That 

means we will focus on local and global mission. We will learn from the insights of global missionaries and explore 

what they teach us as seek to serve God in our local mission contexts. Global missionaries know the importance of 

serving their neighbors incarnating the Good News. Our service opens ears, eyes, minds and hearts.  As we gather we 

pray that Jesus will open our eyes to the scriptures in a new way so that we might see better our calling as baptized 

ministers is to engage in mission locally and globally.  
 

Pr. David Vasquez, chaplain at Luther College, will invite us to see how our life is one of migration.  The Bible is full of 

stories of people who are migrating.  We usually only think of others as immigrants. But all of us when we think about 

our Journey with Jesus realize that we are immigrants again and again. I was repeatedly an immigrant as I went off to 

college, traveled to graduate school, drove across the country to my internship church, returned to seminary, before 

being placed in Texas for my first call and eventually returning to the Southwestern Minnesota Synod. As I grow older 

and travel through the seasons remaining in my life I am also an immigrant traveling with Jesus into new experiences 

and places to serve.  
 

Pr. Sunitha Mortha, Director for Mission Formation of our Evangelical Lutheran Church, will be with us to teach us 

some key mission work concepts. This hard won wisdom will not be relevant only for people who go on mission trips 

or for our missionaries overseas, this wisdom will help us love our neighbor and engage in our local mission fields of 

our family, neighborhood, community, region and world. We trust that people will return home from this gathering 

not only enriched with a deeper understanding of our global mission work that our mission support makes possible, 

but we hope that by overhearing the wisdom of the principles of accompaniment we will be more comfortable and 

more competent as we seek to serve where Jesus has called us to be in this season of our life.  
 

We will enjoy music from around the world from the Global Mission Band.  But more than enjoying old and new 

music in as we learn and worship God, we will be reminded that our children are growing up in a world of diversity of 

many kinds. Instead of everyone listening to one radio station if they were teenagers like many of us did in our 

younger days, we know there are all kinds of musical cultures and styles. As we journey with Jesus we trust that he 

will open our eyes to see his presence and love and work that crosses cultural boundaries. We trust that God will help 

us to see better as we seek to share the Good News with people of all the cultures of our synod and world.  
 

Serving your neighbor is as simple as diving in, getting dirty and washing their feet like Jesus taught us. At our 

assembly we will explore the simplicity of service, the complexity of how to serve and what makes Christian service 

distinctive. We know that often our sin blocks us from serving one another in the way Christ calls us to do.  We also 
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know how sin twists our minds and hearts as much as it impacts our ability to use our hands to love people in need.  

One of the ironies is that our purpose greed can get in the way of loving our neighbor as we serve in Christ’s name. 

When we try to do too much we end up making promises beyond our capacity to keep them.  Ironically, in our 

attempt to help we can make things worse than they were before. In the coming year we will focus on the concept 

and practice of Christians serving in its many dimensions.   

When Jesus washes feet before the Lord’s Supper, he says, “I did not come to be served, but to serve.” It is Jesus who 

taught us that we are servants of God.  It is Jesus who embodied service and called us to be servants of Christ. “If I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an 

example that you also should do as I have done to you.”(John 13). 

We have chosen the word Diakonia as our focal word.  It literally means “to wait at table or care for.”  More broadly 

it means to serve or minister. This word links our vocation of service to our baptismal call to be a minister of Jesus.  

The word is used to describe the one who “executes the commands of others” like a prime minister does in a country.  

It also has come to be used for those who focus on the care of the poor and needy. Finally, it is also the root of the 

word “Deacon” which is used in some of our constitutions to describe a leader on the council.  In our denomination it 

can be used to describe someone on our roster who is committed to caring for those who are poor or to serve in 

society.  As you watch the word used in the scripture it is used to describe the proclamation of love – “the service of 

proclaiming the Good news.” 

Our service grows out of the gracious love and service of our God who we know most clearly in Jesus who came to 

accompany us, heal and open our eyes, who embodied a love in action that we know in our broken state as an 

impossible possibility.  It is impossible to love with the purity and wisdom of Jesus. Yet, by God’s grace we can love in 

ways that transforms people and community’s lives. We pray and listen in hope that we might discern how to serve 

faithfully and fruitfully in all the spheres of our life; family, community, congregation, etc. In Christ’s grace we are set 

free to love and serve.   
 

The most common question I receive as I visit congregations is something like this. “What can we do to reach out and 

engage the young adults of our community and congregation?” We are focusing on Diakonia because this generation 

of young adults are very engaged in and interested in service.  As Leonard Sweet says, “God’s Church needs to find 

ways to engage people in an EPIC way” (experiential, participatory, image driven, conversational).  Service is 

experiential, participatory, and full of powerful moments where you see hard truths and experience great 

possibilities. Service in relationship ways builds bridges that cross generations.  

We are always tempted to turn in on ourselves. Our congregations and synods and church bodies are always tempted 

to turn in on themselves and become an echo chamber of people who cannot see outside the boxes for God we have 

created.  Jesus came to serve and love us in spite of our sin and call us to attend to our inner work (our spiritual lives 

as disciples) and at the same time he sends us fearlessly to serve (the bible calls this sending – apostolic).    

God is calling us to repent; turn around. God is calling us to metanoia; to change our minds and experience the 

transformation of our hearts, minds, lives, communities and world.  At the assembly we will return to our baptismal 

identity and remember our calling to be ministers of Diakonia. Jesus keeps inviting us to come and journey with him 

into God’s future and our mission fields of today.   

I have been focusing on this prayer. May God continue to form us into gracious and engaged disciples.  
  
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,  
together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life,  
together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, and  
together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us;  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
                                                                                                                  The Mission of the Church – ELW – p. 75 


